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Social Justice through 
collaborative projects  
Midwest Archives Conference, 2017   
Miranda Rectenwald, M.A., C.A.,  
Curator of Local History Collections 


Documenting Ferguson 
CASE STUDY 1 
About the Project 
q Online collection of community  
generated original content 
q Uses Omeka (contribution plug-in) 
and Archive-It  
q Created by WU Library staff in 
August 2014, following the killing of 
Michael Brown in Ferguson. 
Simple steps to contribute via Omeka 
 
 
1.  Name and email  is required, but only visible to website 
administrator.  Option to remain anonymous to the public 
2.  Enter basic information about document  
3.  Upload file(s)  
4.  Agree to the Terms & Conditions 
 

Web Archive  
INTERNET ARCHIVE 
Shaw Conversations 
(emails, agenda, and 
outcomes) 
Creator: Anonymous 
 
Date: October - 
November 2014 
“Shaw Conversations (emails, agendas, outcomes),” WUSTL Digital Gateway 
Image Collections & Exhibits, accessed August 12, 2015, http://
documentingferguson.wustl.edu/omeka/items/show/10021. 
 
Shaw neighborhood 
protests October 10, 2014 
Creator: Adam Ehlen 
 
Adam Ehlen, “Shaw neighborhood protests October 10, 2014,” WUSTL 
Digital Gateway Image Collections & Exhibitions, accessed August 12, 
2015, http://documentingferguson.wustl.edu/omeka/items/show/10030. 
 
Creator:  
Argus Streaming News 
 
Argus Streaming News, “News coverage from Ferguson, MO November 16, 
2014,” WUSTL Digital Gateway Image Collections & Exhibitions, accessed August 
12, 2015, http://documentingferguson.wustl.edu/omeka/items/show/11429. 
 
 Still taking content  
 Promoting use  
 Regional Collecting Initiative   
Project as of 2017  
Technical 
questions?   
  
Contact 
Shannon Davis,  
Digital Library Services Manager 
documentingferguson@wustl.edu 
Mapping LGBTQ St. Louis 
CASE STUDY 2 
About the Project 
 Document locations in St. Louis area 
LGBTQ communities, 1945 – 1992 
 
 Grant funded university project,  Spring 
2016 – Fall 2017  
 Google Drive and ARCGIS “Story Map” 
Karisa Tavassoli and Ian Darnell, summer 2016 
Mapping LGBTQ St. Louis research assistants. 
Road so far… 
 Research 
 Newspapers.com  
 Community connections 
Anticipated outcomes   
 Online map 
  Awareness of topic  
 
 Local archives’ LGBTQ 
Collecting Initiative 

Which comes first the research or the archive?  
  Only works with community participation and trust 
  Broad scope  
In theory… 
‘Savers’  
• Donate 
• Transfer 
• Sell 
Staff   
• Select 
• Describe 
• Preserve 
Archive  
• Access 
• Reference 
• Outreach 
Collaboration provides opportunities 
 
 Be mindful  
 Leverage technology  
 Think creatively  
 
Archive 
Community 
Donors & 
Transfer 
Technology 
Staff 
Community 
Questions? 
THANK YOU 
 
Miranda Rectenwald 
Curator of Local History Collections 
Washington University in St. Louis 
 mrectenwald@wustl.edu  
 
 
How is history (typically) saved?  
ARCHIVE 
Transfers 
Donors 
Purchases 
Everything 
Saved by 
someone 
What lasts 
Archived 
Outside 
Cooperative  
Internal 
Everything 
What lasts 
Saved 
Archived 
Case Studies  
  COOPERATIVE  efforts:  
 Archive / Library staff 
 Everyday people 
 Other archives/history groups 
  Use technology 
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